Madrid Homeowners Association
Outdoor Entertainment Devices
Outdoor entertainment devices have the potential to impinge on neighbors because of the emitted light and sound.  The following guidelines are intended to minimize disputes caused by the use of these devices. 
When using entertainment devices such as televisions, stereos, large electronic games, etc. outdoors the following guidelines apply:
· Like any other change to the exterior of one’s home, any outdoor TV, stereo or other electronic entertainment device that is being mounted or attached to the home must be submitted to, and approved by, the Architecture and Landscape Committee (ALC ) prior to installation. 
· The devices, whether attached to the house or not, must be situated such that they minimize sound and light going off the property. They must not face out on a wash or directly toward a neighbor and should not be placed outside the patio area.  Suggested locations include within the patio walls facing in towards the house, mounting the units to point downward or mounting the units lower on a wall to reduce projection of sound and light off the property. 
· Owners must shield the television sets and other devices to minimize light and sound emission visible or heard off the property.  Glare reducing screens or patio curtains are examples of acceptable lighting and sound shields that minimize the light and sound from going beyond the property line. The screens and curtains need to be in desert earth tones or closely match the body and trim of the house per the approved paint colors.  Any screens or curtains need to be of sufficient thickness to mitigate the majority of light from being emitted off the lot. If attached to the house, they need the approval of the Architectural and Landscape Committee.
Madrid’s Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions, along with the Architectural and Landscaping Committee Guidelines, have rules regarding light and sound that are designed so everyone can enjoy their property, and must be followed.  Complaints about systems that produce annoying light or sound can be made through the nuisance provisions of the CC&Rs and the Architectural Guidelines. 
These documents are available on the Madrid Community Website at  www.azmadrid.com .   Mesa’s Desert Upland’s Plan should also be reviewed when considering the installation of outdoor entertainment devices.
